We are pleased to announce the Fourth Nitrogen Conference (N-2007), which will be held in Costa do Sauípe, Bahia, in Northeast Brazil, from October 1 - 5, 2007.  Information about the program, logistics, registration, and submission of abstracts can be found at: http://www.nitrogen2007.com/
Nitrogen is an essential component of any plan for reducing world hunger, poverty, and disease.  When used in excess, however, N becomes an important pollutant.  This duality is one of the major challenges that humanity must face to ensure environmental sustainability.  The complex problems of N cannot be tackled individually, but rather the solutions must engage a large community that encompasses a broad spectrum of professionals.  The N2007 conference will include experts from the biogeochemistry, policy, development, and engineering communities.  The N2007 meeting will be an excellent venue to discuss these issues and to find common ground to find solutions to alleviate world hunger with minimal environmental harm.  N-2007 will build an agenda for how to better manage nitrogen across our planet.  We will develop some specific goals to reach by 2025, set in the context of the goals of the United Nations Millennium Development Program.  To achieve these goals, we will use a mixture of plenary lectures, short workshops, contributed oral and poster sessions.  The plenary lectures will be used to inspire and challenge the meeting participants.  Detailed scientific presentations will be given in a series of concurrent workshops and in a series of contributed oral and poster sessions. 

The following contributed session may be of particular interest to SSSA members:

CT1 - Contributed talks on N biogeochemistry of terrestrial systems

Section coordinators: Eric Davidson and Elvira Cuevas

Motivation: Nitrogen is commonly a limiting element for plant primary productivity in many terrestrial ecosystems.  However, the degrees of N limitation and the interactions with other nutrients depend on several factors, including climate, soil type, disturbance history, and rates of N inputs.  Human mobilization of reactive nitrogen in the biosphere continues to increase, and the legacies of current and previous land use history are also becoming increasingly important.  Hence, the effects of changing N availability on ecosystem processes and the fates of N entering terrestrial ecosystems may also be changing at local, regional, and global scales.  The main purpose of this section of contributed talks will be to explore how terrestrial ecosystems are responding to these and other global change processes with respect to N cycling.  This section will welcome oral presentations and posters on topics related to nitrogen biogeochemistry in all terrestrial ecosystems, as well as interactions of terrestrial N cycling processes with atmospheric and aquatic domains.  Comparisons across biomes, climatic regions, soil types, and land use histories that provide insight into factors controlling ecosystem responses to changing N resources will be particularly welcome.

The deadline for submission of abstracts is July 31, 2007: http://www.nitrogen2007.com/
For further information contact:

Luiz Martinelli: martinelli@cena.usp.br

James Galloway: jng@j.mail.virginia.edu

Eric Davidson: edavidson@whrc.org

