S-7  Symposium Announcement
Title: Can forest soils be used for carbon credits or registries?

Organizers:  A.L. Friend (afriend@fs.fed.us), RA. Birdsey (rbirdsey@fs.fed.us), C.W. Swanston (cswanston@fs.fed.us), USDA Forest Service, Northern Research Station
Time: Tuesday 06 November 2007, 9am to 12pm 

	Key Dates

	01 May 07 Draft Abstract due

08 Aug 07 Final Abstract due

06 Nov 07 Date of Symposium


Location/venue:  New Orleans, LA/The Annual Soil Science Society of America Meeting

Forests are of great interest in the context of mitigating excess atmospheric carbon dioxide.  In order to receive credit for mitigation, there needs to be verifiable documentation that the forestry project or activity is accumulating carbon relative to some baseline.  Within this context, forest soils may contain upwards of two-thirds of the standing carbon pool in most forests, and yet quantifying how this large carbon pool is changing poses a significant challenge.  Some of the challenges are spatial heterogeneity in soil carbon, slow rates of change in soil carbon pools, and varied degrees of stability or persistence in soil carbon pools.

This symposium will recruit standard 15 min. presentations from experiments, field studies, meta-analyses, and models that help reduce uncertainties in soil carbon estimates and provide new methods for monitoring changes.  At the end of the presentations, we will have a moderated discussion about the opportunities and limitations for reporting carbon sequestration in forest soils.  What information and perspectives might S-7 add to a national discussion on this issue?
Posters are also welcomed and presenters will present 3-min. poster introductions during the session and have posters displayed with the rest of the Forest Soils posters at the meeting.

Your participation is encouraged!

To participate:

(1) submit your abstract to for the Forest Soils (S-7) division of the Science Society of America Meetings through the on-line submission: http://www.acsmeetings.org/poster_oral/
(2) enter “for consideration for the Soil Carbon Symposium” in the Comments field

(3) send one of the organizers an e-mail with a statement of how your work will contribute to the purpose stated for the symposium.

Space is limited so please express your interest early, even if your abstract is not in final form!

Thank you!
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