Proposed Special Sessions of the Council on the History, Philosophy, and Sociology of Soil Science (S205.1)
ASA Annual Meetings

 Nov. 4-8, 2007, New Orleans, LA.

1) Soil Science and Scientists in the Early History of ASA

In recognition of the 100th anniversary of the ASA, SSSA Council S205.1 has proposed a special session on soil science and the contributions of soil scientists during the early history of ASA.  The focus will be on the period from the creation of ASA in 1907 up to the creation of SSSA in 1937.  Volunteer submissions are solicited for an oral and, if there is sufficient interest, a companion poster session.  These sessions will be coordinated with other activities planned to commemorate the 100th anniversary of ASA.  One area of interest is in recounting the lives and contributions of any soil scientists who served as presidents of ASA during this period (please see list below).  However, submissions on all aspects of the history, philosophy, or sociology of soil science during this time period are welcome and encouraged.  
Past ASA Presidents:
1908 – M. A. Carleton

1923 – S. B. Haskell

1909 – G. N. Coffey


1924 – M. F. Miller

1910 – A. M. Ten Eyck

1925 – C. W. Warburton

1911 – H. J. Wheeler


1926 – C. G. Williams

1912 – R. W. Thatcher

1927 – W. L. Burlison

1913 – L. A. Clinton


1928 – A. G. McCall

1914 – C. V. Piper


1929 – M. J. Funchess

1915 – C. E. Thorne


1930 – W. P. Kelley

1916 – C. R. Ball


1931 – W. W. Burr

1917 – W. M Jardine


1932 – P. E. Brown

1918 – T. L. Lyon


1933 – M. A. McCall

1919 – J. G. Lipman


1934 – R. Throckmorton

1920 – F. S. Harris


1935 – H. K. Hayes

1921 – C. A. Mooers


1936 – R. M. Salter

1922 – L. E. Call

2) Soils and Civilizations

The rich cultural history of the Mississippi Delta and New Orleans reminds us that soils and their properties have played a crucial role in shaping societies throughout history.  This special session is a follow-on to the highly successful Soils and Human Health special session at the 2006 annual meetings in Indianapolis.  Volunteer submissions on relationships between soils and humans in ancient cultures, at the present time, and prospects for the future are solicited for oral presentation.  Potential topics may include but are not limited to both negative (deforestation, desertification, salinization…) and positive (terracing, irrigation, fertility management…) aspects of human interactions with their environment and the impact on soil resources.  
Please contact Tom Sauer (sauer@nstl.gov) for further information on either special session.    
